
Dear Friends:
In Illinois, 9,000 children are involved in child sexual abuse investiga-
tions each year. Three thousand of these children live here in Chicago.
Three thousand children—about eight children every day. The average
age of a sexually abused child is just eight years old.

Last year at this time, we were laying the foundation—talking about a
vision to help these children. A vision of one single place where Chicago's 3,000 sexu-
ally abused children would come to receive all the help they needed under one roof.
The vision of a beautiful, state-of-the-art, child-friendly building that was designed for
multi-disciplinary collaboration. The vision of the Chicago Children's Advocacy Center.

As we sit here today, that vision has become reality. The physical structure that is the
CCAC is complete, the policy, programs and protocols have been developed, the
strategic plan has been finalized, and the partner agencies have all moved in. Chicago's
sexually abused children have a place to go.

Inside this beautiful building is a multi-disciplinary team that is working excruciatingly
hard to make the system better. Each morning begins with a pre-workday meeting
where all of the team members review the open cases and discuss strategy. The con-
stant communication and feedback is invaluable to each of the partners. With everyone
in the same building, we are creating a continuous forum for discussion that results in a
higher level of service for these children and their families.

We extend a heartfelt "thank you" to all of those whose hard work and financial sup-
port have helped make the CCAC a reality. Many of these people—Chicago Mayor
Richard M. Daley, leaders of the agencies responsible for Chicago's response to sexual
abuse, the CCAC's own Board of Directors—are highlighted in this report.

We invite you to join with us and the CCAC's existing supporters to work with Chicago's
most vulnerable citizens, leading them to the life they deserve free of abuse.

Sincerely,

Erin Sorenson
Executive Director

Theresa Reid
President, Board of Directors



Creating a Foundation for Change

Helping Sexually Abused Children

Each year in Illinois, 9,000 chil-
dren are involved in child sexual
abuse investigations. Three
thousand of these children live
here in Chicago. Three thou-
sand children—about eight chil-
dren every day.

Before the Center opened, sex-
ually abused children often fell

through the cracks. They would tell their painful story again and again—to
as many as 15 investigators. And just because they had told their story
didn't mean they received the services they so desperately needed.
Because few investigations were coordinated, these children and their
families often gave up on the system because it was too difficult to navi-
gate.

That all changed with the opening of the Chicago Children's Advocacy
Center on August 4, 2001. Now Chicago's sexually abused children have
a place to go, where they can receive immediate intervention and follow-
up services to help them heal.

The Chicago Children's Advocacy Center is one of the largest child advo-
cacy centers in the nation that co-houses all of the agencies involved in
child sexual abuse cases. Staff from the Chicago Police Department, the
Illinois Department of Children and Family Services, the Cook County
State's Attorney's Office and the Cook County Bureau of Health Services
are all located at the CCAC. The partner agencies of the CCAC provide
child abuse and criminal investigations, prosecution of sexual offenders,
and comprehensive medical exams for Chicago's sexually abused children.



What is a Children's Advocacy Center?

The goal of a children's advocacy center is to consolidate the efforts of law
enforcement, the medical community, child protection workers, prosecutors,
and social workers to better investigate and treat child sexual abuse.

CAC's are child-friendly places where
sexually abused children can receive
coordinated services at one location.

With the CCAC, the City of Chicago's
approach to child abuse investigations
and services has evolved from a decen-
tralized, hospital based system to a fully
centralized, comprehensive and com-
munity based child advocacy center.



Laying the foundation

Making It Happen for the Children

The vision of the Chicago Children's Advocacy Center began in 1998 when Mayor
Richard M. Daley recognized that the system for helping sexually abused children
in Chicago was not working. In response, the Mayor put together a team of child
protection professionals to conceive and develop a children's advocacy center in
Chicago.

The City of Chicago contributed 7.5 million dollars, and Cook County gave one
million dollars to build a brand new facility just for sexually abused children.
Designed by award winning Chicago architect, Stanley Tigerman, the CCAC was
built to change the system of treating child sexual abuse in Chicago. Chicago's
Public Building's Commission managed all aspects of facility construction.

The Mission of the Chicago Children's Advocacy

The Chicago Children's Advocacy Center's (CCAC) mission is to support
Chicago's child abuse victims and their families in a child-friendly environment
that ensures children's safety, health, and well-being. This mission is accom-
plished by:

• Coordinating multi-disciplinary team investigations of child abuse cases;
• Enhancing prosecutions, where warranted;
• and providing crisis intervention, advocacy, and treatment services

for children and their families



A Look at the Past Year

The past year marked significant progress for the CCAC.
Here are some of the highlights:

August 2000
Throughout the year, as the foundation of the CCAC grows stronger, so does
the internal workings of the program. In keeping with one of the goals of the
CCAC, a culturally diverse staff grows, from six to 38 staff members in nine
months. The staff composition is 37% Latino; 29% African American; 29%
Caucasian; 5% Asian.

September 2000
The first formal tour of the building takes place. VIP's and members of the Board
walk through the half-finished building, and are honored with commemorative

bricks of appreciation for their role in making this
dream a reality.

CCAC Executive Director Erin Sorenson wins the Bud
Cramer award for outstanding service to children from
the National Children's Alliance.

The Burns Family Art Auction to benefit the CCAC was
held in September and raised $3,425 for the Center.



April 2001
The second Annual CCAC Fundraiser
party in April is a success. Hundreds of
supporters pack the International
Brotherhood of Electrical Workers
Local 134 Union Hall on Washington
Street to help celebrate the growth of
the CCAC.

The CCAC demonstrates its commitment to comprehensive and cutting edge
training by holding a two-week, 80 hour training for all staff. Topics include team
building, how to work with various personalities, conflict resolution and organiza-
tional development.

The CCAC staff moves out it its tempo-
rary City Hall and Cook County offices
and into the 1240 S. Damen Street
building in early April. The DCFS staff
moves into the building on April 25.

May 2001
The CCAC sees its first child in a sexual abuse case on May 1, 2001.

June 2001
The Cook County State's Attorney's Office moves into the building in late June.

August 2001
The Chicago Police Department moves into the building in early August.



Strengthening the foundation:
Putting the Building Blocks Together

The CCAC Partner Agencies

The concept of CCAC is one of coordination and cooperation. Child sexual abuse
is a complex problem that requires a multi-agency response. The Center houses
staff from four partner agencies that work together to help children: the Chicago
Police Department, the Cook County State's Attorney's Office, the Illinois
Department of Children and Family Services, and the Cook County Bureau of
Health Services. The fifth partner is the staff of the Chicago Children's Advocacy
Center.

The Roles of Each Agency

The Chicago Children's Advocacy Center is the first organization in Chicago to
permanently house, under one roof, all of the agencies that help sexually abused
children.

The Cook County State's Attorney's Office:
prosecutes sexual offenders and represents the State for the
welfare of the child in child protection court.

* Angela Petrone, Supervisor, Child Advocacy Division, Cook County
States Attorney's Office

The Cook County State's Attorney Office

The year began for the State's Attorney Office (SAO) with the vision of creating a
special division dedicated exclusively to abused children in Chicago. In May, the
Child Advocacy Division was created and the attorneys assigned to this division
moved to the CCAC.


